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CQ Contest

It' scontest timeagain, well not quite
but it’sgetting closefor HF NFD
on the 1% and 2™ of June. HARC
has secured our usual sitefor HF
NFD courtesy of G3OGP.

Thisyear wewill beenteringwitha
sngleantennaand intruefield day
stylewill be operating the station
from batteries (no generator noise
to keep the site owners awake at
night!).

We hopeto put the station together
during the Saturday morning ready
for thecontest start at 15:00 UTC.
Soif youwant tolend ahand and
operate (yes this is CW only
contest!) or put the station together
and log for the CW ops, contact
Adrian GALRP on 01403 733087
or e-mail adrianboyd@avaya.com

If you could respond sooner rather
than later this would help us to
arrangean operating rota.

Onthe subject HF contest HARC
areintending to operate HF SSB
Field Day on the 7" and 8"
September.

We are some way off September
but if youwant totry your hand at

operating ahigh power HF station
fromthemiddleof afiedld (ho QRM
problems) then again let the
committeeknow, wewould beglad
of your support. You will get a
reminder in the July edition of
HARC news complete with the
usual operator/logger timerequest
sheet.

On 16" June it's the Practical
Wireless2m Low Power contest.
Unfortunately thiscontest clashes
with the new Epsom Rally onthe
same date. So we are unsure if
HARCwill beputtinginanentry. If
youwant to haveago please contact
Adrian (asabove) beforetheend
of April andwewill try and locate
alocal siteand haveago. Thisis
an excellent contest to dip your toe
into and get the feel of contest
operating, and during the summer
months you can work some very
respectable 2m DX with modest
power.

Don't forget we can only take part
incontestsif we havethe operators
andloggers, if we can’'t muster the
support we can’t run the contests.

73'sfromthe HARC Committee.



April Meeting: Homebrew

Asusual, therewere plenty of
home-brewed items. Tony,
G3NPF started by showing a
germanium power supply that
he built morethan afew years
ago asan apprentice.

The design was published in
RadCom ( or wasit the RSGB
Bulletin ?7?7?) and needed aspe-
cialy woundtransformer which
therelevent department at work
managed towind after theusua
banter of “you young appren-
ticesthink you own the place,
want stuff made for home
projects; it will beready tomor-
row!”.

Tony won first prize in a
homebrew competition at the
Southend Club, as it was su-
perbly built; each component
being clearly marked.

Tony’ssecond itemwasasmall
box withtwo dideswitchesin-
sideand audio connectorsonthe
outsideto connect either packet/
rtty or psk3Llinterfacesto hishf
orvhfrigs.

A cunning mechanicd linkinthe
form of aglassfibreboard con-

nectsthetogglebit of oneswitch
to the semi-sawn-off toggle of
the other. Two switches were
found necessary after mainshum
was found to be caused on
transmit by the ground leads
being connected together. This
was solved by switching both
audio signals AND grounds,
hencetwo switches.

David, G4FQR brought along
quite afew items. First was a
selection of watercolours he
painted a evening classes. They
were very good indeed, how-
ever theteacher complained that
theroofsin onepicture were of
thewrong colour to match the

y!

We then saw an audio
attenuator constructed so that
his pc soundcard could be ac-
curately calibrated and subse-
quently used asan audio spec-
trumandyser.

David'sthird method hf trans-
ceiver now hastheaddition of a
narrow i.f. gripwithacrystd fil-
ter for cw use. Thethird method
auffersfrom anotchinthemid-
dleof theaudio passband, soas



the bandwidthisreduced, your re-
ceived CW fdls into the notch
which isno good. (Some people
think thisisthebest placefor CW!)

David'slast item wasthe discov-
ery that somelibrary books, such
asbooksabout radio, haveasmall
tuned circuit embedded in alabel.
However booksabout painting do
not seemto havethesecircuits. The
circuit appears to resonate at
8MHz. David madeasmall tuned
circuit using ablown 13A ceramic
fuseasacoil former.

Thisalso resonates at SMHz but
the Q is not particularly high so
maybe fuses may be lossy at hf?
Wehopethat Davidwill not get ar-
rested at thelibrary if heacciden-
tally leavesthefusein hispocket!

Adrian, GALRP brought along his
automaticATU. Thiskit camefrom
the US and ismore convenient to
buy than sourcing all thedifferent
components, building capacitors,
modifying relays etc as per the
PICATUNE. Instead of along cail,
there were about 10 toroidal
inductorsrelay switched.

To remember settings, the unit
needsapermanent supply of volts.
It has amanual mode which was
found useful on Top Band. A re-
motefront panel can be connected.
Thebox |ooked very smart andwas

completed by atwo needle SWR
meter. Adrian has modified the
aerial connectors to get a better
match onend fed aerials.

Alister, G3ZBU built theiambic
morse keyer fromadesigninthe
current issue of RadCom. Apart
fromoneresistor changein series
with the low battery LED, it was
built asdescribed and worked first
time. The software needed asmall
tweak but this was probably due
to different versions of assembler
software. Standby currentissolow
that an on/off switchisnot required.

Another itemwasan LCD screen
withwhiteLED backlight. Normdly
LCD screensof quarter VGA size
have asmall flourescent tube run-
ning on 700 volts or so, but they
havethe disadvantages of limited
life, fragileand not dimmable.

Finaly he had been experimenting
with Compact Flashmemory cards,
and had obtained an IDE hard disc
businterface card from the Tucsan
Amateur Radio Packet Group. An
Olivetti 486 pc (from aprevious
junk sde) haditshard discreplaced
by the CF card.

Toproveit wasindestructable, the
PC wasviolently dropped on the
desk whilerunning. Pleasedo not
try thisat homewith your compu-
ter!



Linux
by Helen Watt 2EOCAVH

| loaded Mandrake 7.0 on my
computer and it wasgrest, easy
to install and it didn’t crash!
WOOO!

| had sometroublewith alack
of applications for it but it
worked. When the computer
gartsupit asksyouwhether you
would like to run Linux or
Windows (thisiscalled adual
boot system). Linux has a
different file system to DOSY
Windowssofilesononesystem
don’t appear to bevisbleby the
other.

Thenafter installing Worms
Armageddon windowscrashed
(itwasunrelated to Linux.) |
then reingtalled Windowswhich
destroyed the dual boot start-
up However, even after | had
reinstalled Linux, the boot up
would not work. | can get into
Linux by going into the root
directory and typing “Linux”
whichworksfor me.

Whilst re-decorating my
desktop | cameacrossadutility
toingtal theapplicationsoff the
CD-ROM, | wasddighted, and

ingtalled every package| thought
looked vaguely useful. | also
learnt how to change the user
icons, which arelittle penguins
withdifferent hairstyles.

A

| wasreally pleased because |

could now play my CDswhilst
experimenting further. There
weredso plenty of funny, smple
gamestoplay.

I amfinding Linux challenging,
my modem doesn’t seem to
havealLinux driver for it The
Internet isadead lossso far but
| have posted a few pleas for
help. | havediscoveredthat the
solution appearstobe... “Buy a
new modem”.

| have been looking at reviews
on Mandrake 7.0 and | have
been reading “Rebel Code —
Linux and the Open Source
Revolution” by Glyn Moodly.



Dad (ZBU) bought me “The
Linux Magazine” whichhad a
CD ROM included but land
hed no successingalinganything
as | needed to read the
readme.txt files—I had no text
editor before | found the
packageinstaller and | wasnot
having much successontrying
to view it in the terminal

emulator. | will try that again, this
timewith atext editor at hand
toread thereadme.txtfiles. | am
pretty confident thet | will beable
to succeed. However, timeisnot
quiteso abundant asitwas, itis
coming up to parent’sevening
so homework has become
moreof apriority.

73& 88

Helen 2ECAVH

Eventsfor thediary to mention.

May 4th and 5th Sandown Radio Controlled M odel Event.
Some spectacular flying displaysespecially of mode helicopters,
which oftenfly upsidedown and trimthegrasswith their main rotor
blades. Thisyear could bethedebut of jet engine powered models
for thefirst time.

May 11th Windmillson theAir. Jack and Jill will be operational
and no doubt many more.

June 15th setupday Vallance BywaysClassic Vehicle Show.
June 16th Epsom Rally and L ow Power 2m VHF Contest.
June 22nd/23r dVallance Byways Event. Last year was great
fun; HARC were operating on HF on the Saturday. Of special
interest to the hon sec wasan excellent beer tent. After visiting that,
hewon some prizesonthe Mercury FM standwith (alot of ) help
from 2ECAVH!

June 30th Longleat. and World Cup Final?



