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DX-spedition to La
Coupole, Pas de Calais

Departing from G4TMC’s
QTH at 7.30 onthemorning of
11" October, we were headed
for foreign climes. Our
destination was a WWII V2
rocket construction and launch
site near St Omer in Pas de
Cdlais, France. Travelling or
rather ‘pootling’ in convoy
behind G4AL RP, wewhiled away
thejourney with friendly banter
acrossthearwaves.

Thecrossingviathe Eurotunnel
wasuneventful enoughdthough
| suspect that incommenting too
loudly that ‘My car has never
been stopped and searched!”’
ensured that G7TDFV was
selected for arandom search,
though nothing more dubious
than awater gunwasfound.

We stopped for lunch in the
Market Square of St Omer and

enjoyed an omelette or steak
(washed down of course with
some amber nectar) under the
sun beforetravelling the short
distance to the museum. La
CoupoleisaWWII bunker that
wasbuilt during 1943-1944to
house the construction and
launch of the V2 rocket.

The constructionisaconcrete
dome that was designed to be
indestructible, althoughit was
never actually used for its
intended purpose because the
Allies bombed it before
construction was compl eted.

Now a museum, the bunker
housesvariousexhibitionsabout
the occupation of Franceduring
WWII; the devel opment of the
V1 and V2 missiles and the
subsequent conquest of space



by the successor to the V2
rocket (oneof whichtook Nell
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrinto
themoon).

Welearned that devel opment of
the first weapons of mass
destruction began in 1937. A
team of engineersled by Werner
von Braun (who was later
involved inthe devel opment of
space bound rocketsat NASA)
started devel oping twomissiles
at Peenemunde, a site on the
Baltic Coast that was built
purely for the purpose of
constructing and testing the

Weapons.

First to be tested was the V1
missilethat wasapilotlessplane,
also called the Doodlebug.
From the spring of 1944, 9250
were fired at London from
mobilelaunch sites. Only 2500
reached target, the remainder
being destroyed by anti-aircraft
fire, fighter planesand barrage
balloons.

More successful wasthelong-
rangeV 2rocket that wasthefirst

missiletoreachthestratogphere.
With a 2000Ib payload of
explosive, aspeed of 3500mph
and arangeof 199miles, theVV2
rocket couldn’t be shot down.
Despite their destructive
capacity, the V1 missiles
together with the 1000 V2
missiles that were launched
caused lessdamagethan all the
traditional bombs that were
dropped on towns and cities
during the course of the war.
Ultimately, the cost of
construction proved to be too
much and came too late for
Germany.

Onroute back to thetunnel, an
obligatory stop was made at
Cite Europe to stock up on
alcoholic beverages, do aspot
of early Chrisgmasshopping, and
fill up our own stomachswith
food and drink for the return
journey. A good day washad by
all, and the consensuswasthat
it should most definitely be
repeated! Many thanks to
G3ZBU for afabulousday out.
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Lunchinthe Market Square of St Omer



V1 Rocket

V2 Rocket



Club Calls Contest

Thiswill be on the evening of
Saturday 8th November and runs
from20:00t0 23:00 UTC. Fre-
quency sub-band will be
1870kHz to 1990kHz and mode
ISSSB. Antennapower islimited
to 32W p.e.p. (approx) in this
sub-band, of course. Extrapoints
are obtained by working Club
Stations, so listen out for
G4HRSP.

Contest exchangewill be: RS+
Serial Number + Club Member

of theHorsham Amateur Radio
Club.

Pleasee-mail logsin either Su-
per Duper or ASCII format to
G3ZBU@hotmail.com.

Remember that HARC won the
G41QM memorial trophy last
year and thistimewewill have
to competeaganst Cheltenham.

Good L uck!

January 2004 Meeting

Duetothe 1st Thursday of Janu-
ary faling on abank holiday, the

Club Eveningwill beon 8thin-
stead. Hopeto seeyou dll there.

Xmas Dinner

The Christmasdinner ison the
13th December at the Bax Cas-
tle. Youwill findamenuinthis
newdetter. Pleasepick oneitem
from each courseand thenfill in
your name, callsign and phone

number. Please hand it to a
member of thecommitteewith
your remitance of £19.50. All
chequesto be made payableto
HARC.



