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The Intermediate
Course

Information hasfinally arrived
at prof. ZBU'sivory towers.
Unfortunately thiscourseistobe
run much more on thelines of
City and Guildsrather thanthe
informal Foundation system.
Therefore private houses are
out; instead therewill beanin-
gpection of theexam and assess-
ment premises, Not only does
thelead instructor ( me) have
tobe certified, or rather regis-
tered, but also theexaminvigi-
lator (GALRP).

However if | read therulescare-

fully, it appears that a private
house could be used for tuition
with a Scout hut for example
registered for assessmentsand
exams

Thereseemto be 10 practical
assessmentsto compl ete.

1. Measureresistors

2. Solder

3. Wireasmplecircuit

4. Measure voltages and cur-
rents

5. Test adiode

6. Test atransistor asaswitch
7. FitaPL259, BNC or N-type
connector to coax cable
8.Ftal3A mansplugtomains
cable

9. Build akit

10. Cdlibrateavfo

Section 9 is open to include
anything amateur radio rel ated.
Ascanbeseen, thisisvery smi-
lar tothework Novicesenjoyed.

Thewritten exam consstsof 45
guestions to be answered in
1.25 hours. Asknown so far,
thepassmark will beintherange
60-75%. Only one exam per
monthwill beheld; thiswill be
thelast Monday of each month
(withafew excetions).

Thereareto be changesto the
Foundation exam, with an ad-
ditional 5 questionsandinclu-
sion of the phonetic al phabet.
Both courses will bevoluntary,
but practical and written assess-
mentswill of coursenot!



THE LOST
by David Jones
G4AFQR

RIFLE

For the second year of my Na-
tional ServiceinREME | was
lucky enough to be posted to
Malayawherethe British and
Malayan armieswereinthelast
sagesof TheEmergencyi.e.the
campaignto rid the country of
communist terrorists After afew
monthsinaField Workshopin
Taiping (Perak).

| joined aLight Aid Detachment
at Ggjah Puteh (means White
Elephant!), north east of Sungel
Patani (Kedah). Thiswasgredt,
just half adozen or so Crafts-
men Vehicle Mechanicsinthe
charge of a REME Staff Ser-
geant (no officer and no bull).

We happy little bunch were at-
tached to aSquadron of Ghurka
Engineerswho werecreating a
road through thejungle covered

mountainsontheMaaya-Thai-
land border. (The strategic
thinking wasthat aroad would
improve access to the border
for theinfantry sothey couldin-
tercept the banditswho found
refugein Thailand when under
pressure.)

The Gurkha sappers were us-
ing al the methods known to
road and railway builders to
destroy virginjungle (rainforest
intoday’slanguage) and make
aroad that would be pretty use-
lessfor much of theyear i.e. the
rainy season.

Our job wasto support thisef-
fort by keeping their machines
and vehiclesrunning tothe ex-
tent possiblewithour limitedre-
sources. Their key machinewas
thecaterpiller tracked bulldozer



which could pushover smdl and
medium treesand clear under-
growth. Bigtreeshadther roots
dynamited before they were
pushed over.

We did not have a“ Swampy”
to contend with of course but
snceitwasa‘'Black’ areaeve-
ryone went about armed with
loadedrifles, afact that oneday
ledto TheLost Rifleincident .

A road under construction
sretchessevera mileswith dif-
ferent tasksbeing tackled by a
variety of machinesindifferent
places. At thefront theremight
beasnglebulldozer withitsop-
erator, al aloneinhisown cha-
oticworld.

At theend of theworking day
atruck would passup and down
theroad picking up mento bring
them back to camp but on the
day inquestion oneman refused
to be picked up because he had
logt hisrifle. Searchingfor hisrifle
went on around hiswork place
until darknessfell and wasthen
abandoned for the night. Back

at camp uproar ensued in the
Gurkhas' section.

Tak wasof aCourt Marshd be-
causelosing aweapon and am-
munition wasavery grave mat-
ter. Even losing or discarding
Spent cartridge caseswas pun-
ishablebecauseof their valueto
theenemy who it wassaid des-
perately needed them for re-
loading.

Next morning aparty searched
again until theriflewasfound
buried in the soil. It seemed it
must havefalen unnoticed from
thebulldozer whileworking and
been pressed under the surface
by thetracks.

It was horribly bent and would
probably have been of nouseif
it had been found by the other
side though the ammunition
would havebeen. | can’t recall
what happened to the unlucky
or carel esssapper but being the
Gurkha'sit would havebeen se-
vere,

David G4FQR.



March Junk Sale

Again avery successful junk
sde, with plenty of itemssold at
rock-bottom prices. We even
had avalve broadcast receiver!

Of specid interest werethe HP
1000A printers. Quiteafew of
these brand new printers have
been soldinrecent junk sales.
It was pointed out to methat the
Hewlett-Packard laser jet
printerssuffer from apaper feed
problem.

However dl isnot lost because
one can get amodification tool
FREE OF CHARGE, but this

offer runsout very soon.

We ordered one over the
Internet after asearch of HP's
website under Support, and it
arrived two weeks later. The
cardboard tool insertsasmall
double-sided fticky insert at the
bottom of the paper feed hop-
per. Please note that two tools
are on offer, so order the cor-
rect one for your model. Our
paper feed problemswerecom-
pletely fixed, asbeforeit would
try to load all your paper at
once, instead of onesheet at a
timel

Annoucements

Ardingly VintageVehicle Show,
July 12th/13th as SCARF will
havethe GBAFUN vehiclethere.

| have acopper |oop about 6 or
so feet diameter and avacuum

variable capacitor. Offers to
ZBU QTHR.

Horshamwereyet againvicto-
riousat the Crawley Club Pub
quiz night! The team was
GALRP, G4FQR, G3ZBU and
M3GCR.

They beet three other teamsand
won acaseof lager.



SSB Field day Results
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V&4 PALSTA
@

PaLstar WiRe ANTENNAS
Windom.....40 - 10 Mtrs (3 band) ........... £49.95 £10 per
Windom.....80 - 10 Mtrs (6 band) .. .£59.95 £70 per
G5RV 1/2...40 - 10 Mtrs (Flexweave) ..... £29.95 £710 per
G5RV full....80 - 10 Mtrs (Flexweave) .....£34.95 £70 par
PaLsTAR Low PAss FiLTER

FL30........... 1.5Kw (1.8 - 30)MHz ............. £49.95 £6 par
RoLLer InpucTOR
R128C........ 28 micro H Ceramic Inductor..£99.95 £6 per
PALSTAR CAPACITORS
VC350........ 350 Pf 6Kv Variable
VC220........ 220 Pf 4Kv Variable
PALsTAR Dummy LoAD
DL300........ 300W (1.8 - 30)MHz.............. £29.95 £6 par

...£69.95 £6 par
...£49.95 £6 par

COUNTS
AT1500 BAL

NEW 1.5 kW True Balanced Tuner

* Designed to Match Open wire, balanced Line, or twin
feeder antenna systems, Centre Fed Doublets, etc.

* Balanced tuning PRIOR to the BALUN ensures balun
always "sees" correct input and output impedances for
high efficiency and low heat

* High power components and circuit design, ensure
optimum efficiency.

* Dual roller balanced L antenna tuner

¢ Switchable Hi-Z / Low-Z impedance ranges

« Total inductance of 44uH for extended range on 160m

* Switchable 500pF fixed capacitor for 160m

* Two edge-wound silver plated ball bearing drive roller
inductors driven synchronously with a toothed
fibreglass belt

* New low minimum variable capacitor with vernier drive

* 1500 Watts PEP

¢ Dimensions: 12 1/2" x 6 1/2" x 15"

* Weight: 16 Ibs

* Requires 12V @ 100mA (Power supply not included)

AT1500 CV
1.5kW HF Antenna Tuner

* Now with heavy duty edge-wound silver plated roller
inductor for ultra high efficiency and reliability

* Matches dipoles, centre fed doublets, G5RV's balanced
feeders, Verticals, single wire, delta loops, beams,
windoms, Inverted V's

e Built in 4:1 balun for balanced wire feeders

* Bypass position for quick straight-through antenna
connection with SWR/POWER monitoring

* 6 position antenna selector switching

* Average power meter reading to 3000W

 Vernier dial plates for more accurate settings

PALSTAR WM150

High Power SWR/Power Meter

» Covers both HF and VHF
* 1.8 - 1560 MHz
* Power 2 Ranges
0 - 300W, 0 - 3KW
* Average or Peak Power readings
¢ llluminated scale
* Cross Needle Meter

PRICE
69.95

®

feva

Exclusive Distributors of PALSTAR PRODUCTS
www.nevada.co.uk

023 9231 3090

Unit 1+ Fitzherbert Spur * Farlington * Portsmouth « PO6 1TT



