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 Information has finally arrived
at  prof. ZBU's ivory towers.
Unfortunately this course is to be
run much more on the lines of
City and Guilds rather than the
informal Foundation system.
Therefore private houses are
out;  instead there will be an in-
spection of the exam and assess-
ment  premises, Not only does
the lead instructor ( me ) have
to be  certified, or rather regis-
tered, but also the exam invigi-
lator (G4LRP).

 However if I read the rules care-
fully, it appears that a private
house could be used for tuition
with a Scout hut for example
registered for assessments and
exams.

 There seem to be 10 practical
assessments to complete.
 1. Measure resistors
 2. Solder
 3. Wire a simple circuit
 4. Measure voltages and cur-
rents
 5. Test a diode

 6. Test a transistor as a switch
 7. Fit a PL259, BNC or N-type
connector to coax cable
 8. Fit a 13A mains plug to mains
cable
 9. Build a kit
 10. Calibrate a vfo

 Section 9 is open to include
anything amateur radio related.
 As can be seen, this is very simi-
lar to the work Novices enjoyed.

 The written exam consists of 45
questions to be answered in
1.25 hours.  As known so far,
the pass mark will be in the range
60-75%.  Only one exam per
month will be held; this will be
the last Monday  of each month
( with a few excetions ).

 There are to be changes to  the
Foundation exam, with an ad-
ditional  5 questions and inclu-
sion of the phonetic alphabet.
Both courses  will be voluntary,
but practical and written assess-
ments will  of course not!

The Intermediate
Course



For the second year of my Na-
tional Service in REME  I was
lucky enough to be posted to
Malaya where the British and
Malayan armies were in the last
stages of The Emergency i.e. the
campaign to rid the country of
communist terrorists. After a few
months in a Field Workshop in
Taiping (Perak).

I joined a Light Aid Detachment
at Gajah Puteh (means White
Elephant!), north east of Sungei
Patani (Kedah). This was great,
just half a dozen or so Crafts-
men Vehicle Mechanics in the
charge of a REME Staff Ser-
geant (no officer and no bull).

 We happy little bunch were at-
tached to a Squadron of Ghurka
Engineers who were creating a
road through the jungle covered

mountains on the Malaya-Thai-
land border. (The strategic
thinking was that a road would
improve access to the border
for the infantry so they could in-
tercept the bandits who found
refuge in Thailand when under
pressure.)

The Gurkha sappers were us-
ing all the methods known to
road and railway builders to
destroy virgin jungle (rain forest
in today’s language) and make
a road that would be pretty use-
less for much of the year i.e. the
rainy season.

Our job was to support this ef-
fort by keeping their machines
and vehicles running to the ex-
tent possible with our limited re-
sources. Their key machine was
the caterpiller tracked bulldozer

THE LOST RIFLE
by David Jones

G4FQR



which could push over small and
medium trees and clear under-
growth. Big trees had their roots
dynamited before they were
pushed over.

We did not have a “Swampy”
to contend with of course but
since it was a ‘Black’ area eve-
ryone went about armed with
loaded rifles, a fact that one day
led to The Lost Rifle incident .

A road under construction
stretches several miles with dif-
ferent tasks being tackled by a
variety of machines in different
places. At the front there might
be a single bulldozer with its op-
erator, all alone in his own cha-
otic world.

 At the end of the working day
a truck would pass up and down
the road picking up men to bring
them back to camp but on the
day in question one man refused
to be picked up because he had
lost his rifle. Searching for his rifle
went on around his work place
until darkness fell and was then
abandoned for the night. Back

at camp uproar ensued in the
Gurkhas’ section.

Talk was of a Court Marshal be-
cause losing a weapon and am-
munition was a very grave mat-
ter. Even losing or discarding
spent cartridge cases was pun-
ishable because of their value to
the enemy who it was said des-
perately needed them for re-
loading.

Next morning a party searched
again until the rifle was found
buried in the soil. It seemed it
must have fallen unnoticed from
the bulldozer while working and
been pressed under the surface
by the tracks.

It was horribly bent and would
probably have been of no use if
it had been found by the other
side though the ammunition
would have been. I can’t recall
what happened to the unlucky
or careless sapper but being the
Gurkha’s it would have been se-
vere.

David G4FQR.



Again a very successful junk
sale, with plenty of items sold at
rock-bottom prices. We even
had a valve broadcast receiver!

Of special interest were the HP
1000A printers. Quite a few of
these brand new printers have
been sold in recent  junk sales.
It was pointed out to me that the
Hewlett-Packard  laser jet
printers suffer from a paper feed
problem.

However all is not lost because
one can get a modification tool
FREE OF CHARGE, but this

March Junk Sale
offer runs out very soon.

We ordered one over the
Internet after a search of HP's
website under Support, and it
arrived two weeks later. The
cardboard tool inserts a small
double-sided sticky insert at the
bottom of the paper feed hop-
per. Please note that two tools
are on offer, so order the cor-
rect one for your model. Our
paper feed problems were com-
pletely fixed, as before it would
try to load all your paper at
once, instead of one sheet at a
time!

 Ardingly Vintage Vehicle Show,
July 12th/13th as SCARF will
have the GB4FUN vehicle there.

I have a copper loop about 6 or
so feet diameter and a vacuum
variable capacitor. Offers to
ZBU QTHR.

 Horsham were yet again victo-
rious at the Crawley Club Pub
quiz night! The team was
G4LRP, G4FQR, G3ZBU and
M3GCR.
They beat three other teams and
won a case of lager.

Annoucements



SSB Field day Results



nevada
Unit 1• Fitzherbert Spur • Farlington • Portsmouth • PO6 1TT

023 9231 3090
Exclusive Distributors of PALSTAR PRODUCTS

www.nevada.co.uk

®

®

AT1500 CV 
1.5kW HF Antenna Tuner
• Now with heavy duty edge-wound silver plated roller

inductor for ultra high efficiency and reliability
• Matches dipoles, centre fed doublets, G5RV's balanced

feeders, Verticals, single wire, delta loops, beams,
windoms, Inverted V's

• Built in 4:1 balun for balanced wire feeders
• Bypass position for quick straight-through antenna

connection with SWR/POWER monitoring
• 6 position antenna selector switching
• Average power meter reading to 3000W
• Vernier dial plates for more accurate settings

PALSTAR WHERE
QUALITY

COUNTS
AT1500 BAL
NEW 1.5 kW True Balanced Tuner
• Designed to Match Open wire, balanced Line, or twin

feeder antenna systems, Centre Fed Doublets, etc.
• Balanced tuning PRIOR to the BALUN ensures balun

always "sees" correct input and output impedances for
high efficiency and low heat

• High power components and circuit design, ensure
optimum efficiency. 

• Dual roller balanced L antenna tuner 
• Switchable Hi-Z / Low-Z impedance ranges 
• Total inductance of 44uH for extended range on 160m 
• Switchable 500pF fixed capacitor for 160m 
• Two edge-wound silver plated ball bearing drive roller

inductors driven synchronously with a toothed
fibreglass belt 

• New low minimum variable capacitor with vernier drive 
• 1500 Watts PEP 
• Dimensions: 12 1/2" x 6 1/2" x 15" 
• Weight: 16 lbs
• Requires 12V @ 100mA (Power supply not included)

PALSTAR WM150 
High Power SWR/Power Meter
• Covers both HF and VHF
• 1.8 - 150 MHz
• Power 2 Ranges 

0 - 300W, 0 - 3KW
• Average or Peak Power readings
• Illuminated scale
• Cross Needle Meter

PALSTAR EXTERNAL BALUNS
B1500........1.5Kw  4:1 (1.8 - 30)MHz .......£35.95 £6 P&P
B1500C......1.5Kw  1:1 (1.8 - 30)MHz .......£35.95 £6 P&P
B4000........4.0Kw  4:1 (1.8 - 30)Mhz........£79.95 £6 P&P
B400/4.......200w   6:1 (3.0 - 30)MHz .......£19.95 £6 P&P
LWB...........100w   6:1 Long wire .............£29.95 £6 P&P

PALSTAR WIRE ANTENNAS
Windom.....40 - 10 Mtrs (3 band) ...........£49.95 £10 P&P
Windom.....80 - 10 Mtrs (6 band) ...........£59.95 £10 P&P
G5RV 1/2 ...40 - 10 Mtrs (Flexweave) .....£29.95 £10 P&P
G5RV full....80 - 10 Mtrs (Flexweave) .....£34.95 £10 P&P

PALSTAR LOW PASS FILTER
FL30...........1.5Kw  (1.8 - 30)MHz .............£49.95 £6 P&P

ROLLER INDUCTOR
R128C........28 micro H Ceramic Inductor..£99.95 £6 P&P

PALSTAR CAPACITORS
VC350........350 Pf 6Kv Variable.................£69.95 £6 P&P
VC220........220 Pf 4Kv Variable.................£49.95 £6 P&P

PALSTAR DUMMY LOAD
DL300 ........300W  (1.8 - 30)MHz..............£29.95 £6 P&P

PRICE
£599

PRICE
£389

PRICE
£69.95


