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Foxhunt Results

TheLatest fox hunt washeldon
Sunday 1t February. Asthefox
(G7DFV), | had decided to be
morecunning and makethisone
harder following commentsthat
my previoushuntshad beentoo

easy.

The fox was located on the
South DownsWay about 1 mile
south of Cocking and approx.
200 yardsfrom themain road.
During areconnai ssance some
3weeksearlier, theroad lead-
ing off main road wasfoundto
be clean and dry. However, it
was not anticipated that 2 days
of rain would maketheroad so

muddy.

Thismadefor aninteregtingtime
as| could see people stopping
at thebottom of thehill andthen
drivingaway. Intheend, 4teams
braved the mud and found the
fox.

Weall met up at the Royal Oak
inMidhurst wherewe enjoyed
good pubfareand ajar or twol

1st GALRPAdrian

2nd G3WZT and Jan

3rd G3ZBU, 2E11JG,
MODEY, and Helen

4th G30OGP Robin and Pat

G3TPO, G3SWC, G4TMC
and G7EYL did not finish.
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100+ Years of Domestic
Plugs, Sockets and Switches

John Narborough, from the
Amberley Working Museum,
gaveusanother of hisexcellent
talks. Hewas once asked about
thehistory of domegtic plugsand
could not find muchinformation,
even after searchingtheWeb, so
hewent about doing thelegwork
himsdif.

Thingsredly started about 1830
with thefirst light bulbs. The
glass envelope had two wire
loopswhich connected to wire
hooks on the socket, and two
large sprung steel loopswhich
heldtheenve ope. Unfortunately
thiswasunsatisfactory inthat the
connectionswererather intermit-
tent.

Soon two ‘proper’ sockets
wereinvented. Thefirst wasthe
Edison Screw; the second was
originaly called BrassCap, but
was later renamed Bayonet
Cap. Bothtypesaretill inuse
today, with only one small al-
teration whichisthe addition of
anearthwire!

Safety wasawaysthought of as
thedomain of the user. If they
stuck fingersinlivesockets, they
soon learnt not to do that again!
However thefirst lamp on-off
switches were rotary action
‘taps’ just like on gas mantles,
S0 userswerequite accustomed
tousingthem.

Unfortunately the switch con-
tactscould easly beleftinagate
of mediumresistanceleading to
overheating and subsequent
housefires. Thisledtotheadop-
tion of mechanically assisted
switcheswhich snapped

either on or off.

Many antiqueshopshold stocks
of mainslamp switches, espe-
cialy thosewiththebrassfluted
circular body. Youwill befasci-
nated to know that they come
in 20 and 22 flutes! Coloured
lamp switcheswere popular in
the1920's.

M ains socketswere not stand-
ardised until dmost 1960. Infact



the first sockets were called
shoes. Generally they had two
round socketsand the plug had
two round pins. Each manufac-
turer had their own design, so
therewaslittle compatability.
The length, diameter and pin
gpacingdl varied!

Hoover supplied aflexiblerub-
ber plug so the pins could be
pressed into most sockets. The
most interesting mainsplugwe
saw had arotating lidwhichone
set the pin configuration. This
plug wasthen shaken until, asif
by magic, the correct two pins
cameout.

Earthing was argued about for
many years, asmany manufac-
turersdid not want their equip-
ment properly insulated dueto
the cogt, probably. Of coursethe
earth connection advocatesfi-
naly wontheargument, Somains
plugs started to havethree con-
tactsand aholeby the earth pin
soauser could seethat theearth
wirewasphysicaly intact.

In the 1920’s, attempts were
made at standardisation. A se-
riesof 3 pinround plugswere
designed and therangewent up
to 1I5Amp. Thesearestill used
today, for theatrelighting. Toa
certain extent thiswasnot popu-
lar and many peoplecarried on

withtheir owndesigns.

Each socket waswired to acon-
sumer unit directly, so each cir-
cuit could be fused to the cor-
rect current.

Whenringcarcuitswereingaled,
individual plugs had to have
fuses. Onedesign had thefuse
inthelivepin, whichwasquitea
nest idea. In principal thefused
plug isagood way to savethe
wiring catching fire, but unfor-
tunately thesquarepin plugswe
now usenormally get soldwith
13A fuseswhichisnot agood
idea

For standardisation to proceed,
aradicaly new designhadtobe
chosen so one manufacturer
would not gain any commercial
advantage. The choice of 13
Amps was to allow a certain
power to be taken from aring
mains system. Infact the 13A
designisnot very good and they
don’t handlehigh currentswell.

A new design of mainsplug and
socket was shown. It is more
compact and ideal to get rid of
thedozensof plugswhich seem
to accumul ate undernesth com-
puters! Perhapsit will takeoff if
anew Euro-plug euro-directive

appears...



80m Club Championship
Contest... The Story So Far
by Helen Watts MODEY
Contest Manager

The January results have been
published onthe RSGB website
andHorshamisnotincludedin
theresults (becausewedidn’t
take part in January). However
the Hadley Wood contest group
who beat us at Club Calls are
very near the bottom of thetable
anditisvery embarrassngtobe
below them.

As contest manager | have
dartedtorectify thisabominable
situation and in February,
Horsham hasbeen activeinal
three contests.

Thereare several programmes
freely availableon theInternet
to assist inthese contests.

Firstly, ‘ Super Duper’ (SD) is
freefor the club championship

contest and needs no
registration or money. EI5DI the
author thinksthat sending sgnal
reportsother than 599isawaste
of timethereforeif yourunthis
program it is sensible only to
typethereceived seria number.

If you type 599 or 5& 9 before
the serial number it can confuse
thelogging software. Wesuggest
reportsreceived other than 599
are noted on a piece of paper
and manually entered after the
contest.

Secondly thereisan excellent
piece of freeware called
MMTTY whichisusedto send
and receive RTTY (radio
teletype) via your PC’s
soundcard. Somerigswill need
an audio attenuator, as the



transmitted audioleve fromthe
soundcard is typically a volt
from the loudspeaker 3.5mm
stereo jack.

Somerigswill dsoneedthemic
removed. Theclub’'sFT990 has
avery convenient DIN socket
in the pack marked PKT
(packet) which does not need
either re-attenuation or the
microphoneremoved.

The programme can be set up
for automatic frequency control
but it isimportant not to allow
transmitted frequency to drift
away from the received
frequency. It seems better to
leave the button of f otherwise
you can end up transmitting
800Hz off (which is exactly
what we did and that makes
holdingaQSO very tricky).

The program seems to log
transmitted and received
informationwhichmakeslogging
straightforward. Somelogging
programs can have MMTTY
bolted onto them to
automatically generate contest

logs.

Inthe DATA section of the80m
Club championship RTTY
seems to be the most popular
mode. It ismuch easier to spot
the two tones at 170Hz shift
rather than packet, which hasa
much narrower bandwidth.

A ussful tipwhen sending serid
number reports is to use
hyphensinstead of spacese.g.
“001-001-001". Thisisfaster
because the system does not
have to send extra shift codes
elther side of the character.

InJanuary’ sDATA, the highest
score was around 33 QSOs.
Thismeansamodest entry can
resultinahigh percentage score
whichisdefinitely what weneed.

Unfortunatdly, dueto adreadful
clash of datesthe CW coincided
with the social evening.
However, at | east three stations
had an attempt at getting some
pointsbefore getting somepints.

The contests in March take
placeasfollows, DATA onthe
1%, CW on the 10" and SSB
on the 18", all from 20:00 to
21:30.



