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February Meeting: Vintage
Wireless, by John Narborough

The Club enjoyed another fas-
cinatingtak by John. Thistime,
it wasabout one of hishobbies,
viz. collecting old wirel esssets.
His collection dates from the
1920's onwards, and some of
these setstill work eventhough
they areabit tempremental.

The correct term is wireless,
which comes originally from
wirelesstelegraphy. Onceupon
a time, telegraphy was done
with wireswhich had to be up
to thousands of miles long.
When speechwasfirgt transmit-
ted, it wasreferred to aswire-
lesstdephony. Theword ‘radio’
isanAmericanism of unknown
entymology; if anyone can en-
lighten us, wewould welcome
anentry inthisorgan.

Many early wireless experi-
mentershad learnt about radios
inthe Great War. Building sets
from kits became popular and
the public wanted to listen to
broadcasts.

Anearly crystal set was passed
around the audience so they
could see the so-called cat’'s
whisker detector. It had asmall
knob on the top to rotate the
material, and aprobe could be
moved around until arectifying
actionwasfound. Thisproce-
durewasvery difficult and any
unwanted vibration could stop
thereceiver fromworking.

We heard that experimenters
had tried two cat’swhiskerssi-
multaneously and discovered
amplification, but the‘ experts
said this was obviously non-
sense. It wasn't for another
twenty yearsthat the point con-
tact trans stor wasre-invented.

The first values were called
bright emitters, because they
were almost light bulbs with
three electrodes added. John
demonstrated oneof hisvalves.
Itwassaid at thetimeyou could
read anewspaper whilelisten-
ing to thewireless, because of
thelight output. However | don't



think it would do the reader’s
eyesght much good, longterm.
A valvewould cost, intoday’s
equivaent money, about £100.

Receivers became more ad-
vanced andthesinglevavewas
ableto performamplification at
both rf and audio frequencies.
A positivefeedback called re-
generation was another tech-
nique used to obtain the most
fromvery limited resources. Un-
fortunately aregen set can os-
cillate and radiate from the
aerial, thus stopping one’s
neighboursfrom ligeningtothe
samefrequency. It wasconsid-
ered very anti-social tobe‘an
oscillator’!

Top of the range models had
morevalves, and so that more
than one person could listen at
atime, loudspeakerswere de-
veloped. Inventedisnot theright
wordfor this, asthefirst speak-
ers were simply a large
headphone coupledto the same
horn asused on agramophone.
John demonstrated his oldest
speaker, with sometypical pro-
gramme material of the day
whichwassurprisngly good.

Johnmet Marcus Scroggie, who
had published many articlesin
WirelessWorld for many years
using a pseudonym Cathode

Ray. Hisfirst articlewason a
generator/dynamo to produce
higher voltagesfrom the 100V
DC mains. Scroggie was the
second amateur in Edinburghto
buildavavetransmitter and sec-
ond to contact acrossthe pond.
He moved to London and be-
came chief designer at
Burndept. Oneof hisreceivers
wasondisplay.

Thelargest receiver was made
for the Co-op. It had motorised
tuning with pre-set channelsand
wasmulti-bandwithlongwave,
medium wave, short wave and
short short wave. One preset
wasfor televison. 30lineBaird
Televisor dgnasweretransmit-
ted after hourson an experimen-
tal basis. John demonstrated the
Amberley Museum’scopy of a
Televisor. The picturewasre-
markably good for only 30 ver-
ticd lines.

Johninformed usabout someof
the latest exhibits at the Mu-
seum, of whichaBT buildingis
well worthavist. Whenhegets
thetime, heintendsto takethe
Foundation course and obtain
an M3 licence. We wish him
good luck and thank him for an
excdlenttak.









HARC Membership List

The HARC committee have
been asked to producean up to
date membership list for
publicationintheHARC News
L etter, asit hasbeenafew years
sincethelast. Tothisend | am
writing to advise you, the
membership, that we shall be
publishingamembershipligtwith
the July newdetter (toalow for
late payment of thisyearssubsl)

| have been asked to respect
some membersrequests not to
have certain detail s published.
Detallsthat normally appear are:
name, call sign, address and
telephone number. 1t hasbeen
suggested that ane-mail address
(if you have one) could also be
included. If you require that

some, or al of your detailsare
NOT published, or that you
would liketo haveyour e-mail
included, please notify either
myself G4LRP or Gavin
G7DFV by writing or e-mail
(contact detailscan befound at
thefront of thisnewdetter) prior
tothe May meeting.

If we don’t receive any
notification fromyou, wewill
assumethat you do not haveany
objectionsto your detallsbeing
published. Please notethat the
membership list will only be
produced on paper, and that it
will not be published on the
HARC web site. Adrian
GALRP



FOXHUNT RESULTS

TheHARC Winter Foxhuntwas
held on the morning of Sunday
16th February starting at 10:00
from the QTH of Robin,
G30GPR Condderingthehbitterly
cold morning, it was very en-
couraging to see a total of 8

A cold Northerly wind and a
few flakes of snow gave true
meaning to the winter hunt
scene.

Inorder of arrivd, thepositions
andtimesareasfollows.

teamstaking part.

1st GALRP 1Hr 15mins
2nd G7DRV 1Hr 42mins
3rd G30GP & PAT 1Hr 48mins
4th M3MCO, lan, MODEY, 2E1LIGA  1Hr 51mins

5th G7EYL & Jan

2Hr 09mins

G3SWC, G3ZBU and GATM C were unfortunately beaten into
submission by the Fox and forced to open the envel ope.

For once, | tried very hard to
makethelocationdifficult tofind
without being devious. Inthisre-
spect it seemsto haveworked!
The Fox waslocated at South
Stoke, near Arundel and lunch
wastaken in the Black Rabbit
at Offam. | would liketo thank

all thosethat turned out to take
part in what was another pleas-
ant morning out. Specid thanks
to Robin and Pat for letting us
gtart from TheHaven.

73 John G3WZT

First home G4LRP

Last HomeG7EYL & Jan



